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Jim McKenzie called the meeting to order.  After thanking the parties who were responsible for making the Grassy Lake Road project possible (Arkansas Natural Resources Commission, Faulkner County, Pulaski County, Arkansas Game and Fish Commission, and the Arkansas Highway and Transportation Department) he introduced Rep. Jane English to tell more about Grassy Lake Road.  Rep. English asked Phil McConnell to report on the status, and he said that the low bid for the project came from A & B Dirt Movers of Conway.  A & B Dirt Movers are working on obtaining the necessary bonds and insurance, the deadline for which is September 20th, and after that time a work order can be issued.  The contract is for grading of the roadway, while Faulkner County will do the surface work.  
Mark Oliver then spoke about the Phase 1 Lake Conway watershed study, which should be underway soon.  The Phase 1 study will: compile/analyze historical information, monitor water quality, sample water after storm events, evaluate sedimentation, and develop a watershed model.   A 25% match was needed to get Sport Fish Restoration Act funds for the study--this match is being covered with a cash match from Faulkner County, laboratory assistance from ADEQ, and modeling from the University of Arkansas Community Design Center.  A portion of the bathymetric work being done for the study will also count as the match.  Southwest Energy’s equipment can be used to tell where the hard pan in the lake is versus the sediment.  A contractor for the study has not been selected yet.

Marsha Guffey talked about the Phase 2 watershed study, which will create regional low impact development guidelines.  After the guidelines are developed, we will work with the municipalities in Faulkner County, and Faulkner County, to pass the guidelines.  The guidelines will help to prevent future sedimentation and water quality problems.  A Community Challenge grant from HUD has been written to request funding for the study.  This is an extremely competitive grant, part of the Sustainable Communities Initiative of Housing and Urban Development, the U.S. Department of Transportation and the Environmental Protection Agency.  We should know in November if the grant has been funded.  If not, we will continue to seek funding from other sources.  The $600,000 project will be done by the University of Arkansas Community Design Center, which is contributing the 20% match.  
Jim McKenzie asked Phil McConnell to address other highway projects in the Lake Conway area.  Phil said there are two in the works.  One is a City of Conway project south of Gold Creek. The City of Conway is doing most of the work, but is coordinating with the Highway Department on the interchange where this road will connect with I-40.  A public meeting on the final design will probably be held next spring.  The Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the Conway Western Arterial Loop is being done by a Conway consultant.  The EIS discusses Lake Conway water quality some, but erosion control-related issues will be handled in the design phase, with ADEQ the watchdog for erosion control.  
The second project is the widening of I-40, which will take place several years from now.  The new lanes will be added in the median, with no expectation of disturbing the shoulders/outside the existing road.  A number of public meetings will be held in the future about this project.   
Mark Spitzer asked when the construction would begin on the new interchange and what is the reason for it.  Phil said that the project is the terminus for one end of the Western Loop, which will serve industry going in Conway’s Meadows Technology Park.   The project would start the end of 2011, possibly  beginning of 2012.  Public comment on the design of the interchange would begin the Spring of 2011.
Richard Collins disputed this timetable.  He said he was told by the Conway Engineering Department that they would be moving dirt by Spring, and that with stimulus money the project could start this fall.  

Jim McKenzie pointed at that there are 2 parts to the project--the City Road, and the AHTD interchange.  Collins said he was told by the City that the I-40 interchange construction would start in the fall.  Phil MConnell said that Garver Engineers are doing the study and that the right-of-way still needs to be obtained and the utilities moved, which matches the schedule he previously stated.

Jim McKenzie indicated that there would be ample time for public input on both projects.

Phil added that work will begin on the Conway end of the project first, most probably starting at Highway 65.  

Hayden Baldwin then discussed further the Environmental Impact Study associated with the Western Arterial Loop, expressing his concern that there is no mention of Lake Conway in the study.  He is concerned that this means that stormwater concerns will not be appropriately addressed when construction begins.  He pointed out that even though there are supposed to be stormwater controls on building around Gold Creek, but every time it rains you can see silt causing damage.  

There was a discussion on whether the Environmental Impact Statement was indeed the “Final” say on the matter.  Jim McKenzie assured the group that although it may say “Final,” it is hardly the last word on stormwater management and environmental concerns for the project.  

Phil McConnell noted that there was a section on surface run-off in the report, although it was perhaps more general than Mr. Baldwin would prefer.  Baldwin said that if the streams are mentioned, the Lake itself should also be mentioned.  Mark Spitzer agreed with this since the streams do affect the lake.  Phil stated that the stormwater issues would ultimately be addressed.  

The meeting concluded, with those present pleased that we were able to report some positive movement toward solving the Lake Conway problems previously identified.
Submitted by Marsha Guffey
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